
 

 

The Congregational Church of Westborough 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

West Main & Church Streets, Westborough, Massachusetts    

 
 

The Third Sunday of Lent 
 
 

 
 
 

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here! 

 
WE WELCOME VISITORS AND NEWCOMERS! 

We are an “Open and Affirming” Church 
 

Available are nursery care, large print bulletins, and an elevator. 
 

 
 

Pastor Paul Sangree, Senior Pastor 
Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani, Pastor of Spiritual Development 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi_5rjmxdvSAhVlxoMKHSU5AwcQjRwIBw&url=https://believeacts2blog.wordpress.com/2016/08/05/8-5-16-dream-overcoming-evil-with-the-holy-spirit-gift-of-faith/&psig=AFQjCNGar3kMajMV6bixIhGdGeYBmHU7YQ&ust=1489771580265295
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
 

Mar 19, 2017                                                                                10:00 AM 
 

WE ARE A CHURCH OF THE HOLY SPIRIT! 
 

“Whatever your spiritual disposition - skeptic, seeker, follower - we welcome you and pray that 

you might hear something of the Good News today!” 
 

*The congregation is invited to stand. 
 

PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME! 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  

Leader: Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not rely on your own insight. 

People: In all your ways acknowledge God and God will make straight your paths. 

Leader: Happy are those who find wisdom, and those who get understanding.  
People: for her income is better than silver, and her revenue better than gold.  

Leader: She is more precious than jewels and nothing you desire can compare with her.  

People: Long life is in her right hand; in her left hand are riches and honor. 

All: Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace.  She is a tree of 

life to those who lay hold of her; those who hold her fast are called happy. 
 

(excerpts from Proverbs 3) 
 

*OPENING SONG “He Reigns” Peter Furle & Steve Taylor 

 Led by JoySpring 

Verse 1 

It's the song of the redeemed 

Rising from the African plain 

It's the song of the forgiven 

Drowning out the Amazon rain 

The song of Asian believers 

Filled with God's holy fire 

It's every tribe, every tongue, every nation 

A love song born of a grateful choir 
 

Chorus 

It's all God's children singing 

Glory, glory, hallelujah 

He reigns, He reigns 

It's all God's children singing 

Glory, glory, hallelujah 

He reigns, He reigns 
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Verse 2 

Let it rise about the four winds 

Caught up in the heavenly sound 

Let praises echo from the towers of cathedrals 

To the faithful gathered underground 

Of all the songs sung from the dawn of creation 

Some were meant to persist 

Of all the bells rung from a thousand steeples 

None rings truer than this 
 

CHORUS 
 

Verse 3 

And all the powers of darkness 

Tremble at what they've just heard 

'Cause all the powers of darkness 

Can't drown out a single word 

When all God's children sing out 

Glory, glory, hallelujah 

He reigns, He reigns 

All God's people singing 

Glory, glory, hallelujah 

He reigns, He reigns 

  

 

*UNISON PRAYER 

Faithful God, You who have risked everything for our sake, out of Your love for Your 

creation, teach us to be faithful to You in return.  So often our faith wavers, our reason 

counters all possibilities and our fear separates us from having faith in You.  Forgive us.  So 

often, we are a people of little faith.  Show us again and again the Trustworthiness of Your 

Great Love, A love that would give all, sacrifice all and redeem all.  Fill us with this same 

Love.  Set us free from the bondage of our own small minds and lives and open us to the 

new possibilities to faithfully witness Your Love in all that You call us to do and to be.   Fill 

us with Your assurance of things hoped for, Your conviction of things not seen, that we may 

truly live by faith in You and not trust in our own understanding.  We pray all this in the 

Holy Name of the One who stands among us and prays:  

 

*THE LORD'S PRAYER   

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

(Everyone may be seated.  
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THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Pastor: Members and friends in Christ, we gather now around this font of living water to 

celebrate the gift of grace in the Sacrament of Baptism. 
 

People: We are called here as part of the Body of Christ.  Just as the body is one and has 

many members, the many members are one body in Christ.  For by one Spirit we 

are baptized into one body and all drink of one Spirit. 
 

Pastor: The sacrament of baptism is an outward and visible sign of an inward invisible grace of 

God. 
 

People: Today we receive this child into the love and care of our Church, so as he grows 

and matures he may come to know God and offer his gifts to God in service to the 

world. 
 

VOWS OF THE PARENTS AND GODPARENTS 

 

THE VOW OF THE CONGREGATION  

We receive this child as a new person in Christ whose body we are as the Congregational 

Church of Westborough.  We offer our understanding and support as Welles explores life, 

and enfold him in our love, seeking to help him grow in wisdom and stature and in favor 

with God and all people.  We join with his parents in living Christ’s ways so that Welles 

may live and learn, showing God’s love for all humanity. 

 

GIVING OF THE NAME 
 

ACT OF BAPTISM 

 

BAPTISMAL SONG Tune #602 lyrics by Rev. Norman Helm 

O God who calls, creates, and leads, 

Whose plan provides for all our needs; 

Speak to us through our children we pray, 

And to all children every day. 

(sing twice) 
 

CHILDREN’S SCRIPTURE Romans 12:6-8 (pew Bible page 922) 

It is our joy to welcome Jaime Snow and Steven Jackson 

as they bring their son to be baptized this morning. 
 

Welles Timothy Jackson 
 

Born April 26, 2016 
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CHILDREN’S TIME  Amanda Borglund 
 

(All kids can go out to Sunday School, and adults are invited to greet one another.) 
 

HYMN #86 “Great is Thy Faithfulness” FAITHFULNESS 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  Linda Hartley 
 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 
 

 Invitation:  We offer our gifts this morning in support of the ministries of this church and the 

wider church, that faith in God may spread throughout the world, and God's healing may 

take root. 
 

(In each of our pews today is a black friendship book which we encourage you to fill out and pass to the 

person next to you during the offering.  If you have been with us before, just put down your name, but if 

you are new today, please let us know who you are.  If you can, please leave the sheet on the top of the 

book at the end of the pew. Thanks!) 
 

 Offertory Choir Anthem       “Lord, Make Us Messengers of Your Peace” Jan Carneghi 
 

*DOXOLOGY (Unison)  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

Faithful and loving God, we offer you our gifts for the sake of spreading the gift of faith in 

Your son, Jesus Christ.  We give joyfully knowing that all has been given and blessed by 

You.   May we continue to seek the better portion of this life and chose the gift of faith over 

the many other distractions that surround us and call for our attention.  Thank you for 

receiving and multiplying our offerings.  In Jesus' name, Amen.  
 

SERMON SCRIPTURE Isaiah 43:1-7; 18-21 (pew Bible page 585) 

  Hebrews 11:1-12 (pew Bible page 977) 
 

SERMON “Let Faith Be The Air I Breathe” Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani 
 

"Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen"   - Hebrews 11: 1 
 

JOYSPRING “Breathe” by Marie Barnett 
  

PRAYER OF FAITH  Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani 
 

*SENDING HYMN #546 “Amazing Grace!” NEW BRITAIN 
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*BENEDICTION 
 

 Leader: We are a community of 

PEOPLE: OPEN DOORS-AND GROWING FAITH! 
 

*POSTLUDE   
 

Audrey Lord greeted you this morning and serves as liturgist. 

Nancy Cook and Beth Dapolite are Deacons of the day. 
 

OPEN DOORS – GROWING FAITH! 

This is our vision statement.  It speaks to our desire to open our doors to all of God’s children, 

and to have all of the love and acceptance that is in this place flow out of our doors for the 

community and beyond.  Our hope is also to grow faith in kids, youth and adults so that we can 

walk together in Jesus’ way, led by the Holy Spirit. Join us! 
 

Join us for refreshments and fellowship downstairs after worship! 
 

PRAYERS & CELEBRATIONS FOR MAR. 19, 2017 
 

Bereavement: The family of Chip Flood upon his passing on March 9.. 

Continued Prayers: Dee Mumby (Cathie Achorn’s mother); Dick Birch; Helena Engberg 

Prayer requests: You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email distribution list at 

eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  If you would like a prayer request included in today’s service, please let a 

Deacon know prior to the start of worship.  Prayers will remain listed for 8 weeks.  If you would like a 

prayer renewed, please call the church office. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PARKING OPTIONS 

Please know that in addition to parking in our lot or on the street, you can park next door in the library 

parking spaces on Parkman St., or behind the Forbes building next to the library.  We’re glad you’re here! 
 

SERMON AND BIBLE STUDY EVERY SUNDAY AT 9AM 

Please join us every Sunday morning at 9AM in the Chapel downstairs for a Bible Study focused on 

the sermon Scripture of the day!  We always have a great conversation!  
 

IHN HOSTING- WE NEED MORE VOLUNTEERS! 

Emergency Appeal:  We still have some spots that need to be filled during this week, March 19-26 at the 

IHN home in Worcester for families awaiting affordable housing for this week,.  Please speak to Marilyn 

Lyle if you are able to help.  If you can't give the time you can give a Price Chopper grocery card to help 

pay for groceries for the families cooking meals. 
 

NEW MEMBERS GET TOGETHER TODAY  

Are you interested in meeting other new people in the church?  Finding out what it means to join the 

church? Then join us for one of our get-togethers either today or next Sunday, Mar. 26
th

 right after church 

downstairs in the chapel.  Speak to Pastor Paul or Rev. Elaine for more information! 

mailto:eprayers@uccwestboro.org
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ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING 

Our church's special offering during Lent each year is the One Great Hour of Sharing OGHS.  One Great Hour 

of Sharing special mission offering of the United Church of Christ involves you in disaster, 

refugee/immigration, and development ministries throughout the world. The Church World Service works 

with the OGHS program in nine denominations with programs to assist in Disaster Relief and Refugees, Hunger, 

and education.  Look on the Mission Table for more information where the money goes.  Look for the printed 4 

week calendar that gives suggestions each day for prayers and a suggested gift to help each day that can be 

collected in the "tent box".  We will collect the offerings on Sunday, March 26
th
. 

 

MISSION OF THE MONTH FOR MARCH – WESTBORO FOOD PANTRY 

Our church's Mission of the Month for March is "Helping those in Need".  Next Sunday, Mar 26th is the 

4
th

 Sunday in Lent. We will be collecting Dessert items. There will be a 5
th

 Sunday with laundry detergent 

and personal care products that are not covered with Food Stamps. On March 5 we collected 85.3 lbs. and 

on March 12 we collected 69.2 lbs.  Thank you to everyone who donated! 

 

DO YOU KNOW WHAT YOUR SPIRITUAL GIFTS ARE? 

We as a church have been talking about spiritual gifts for several weeks, and now we invite you to find out 

what yours are!  You can do this one of two ways: 1. Google “Spiritual Gifts Survey” and do the Methodist 

survey or 2. Come to our “Spiritual Gifts Cafe” on Sunday, Mar 26
th

 after church where we will have 

computers available and an opportunity to discuss with others about what your gifts mean.  Your group of 3 

or 4 can also help you! 
 

PROGRESSIVE SUPPER – MARCH 25
TH

  

The Progressive Supper will take place this Saturday, March 25
th
. The deadline has passed to sign up, but if you 

would like to be put on a waiting list in case we have a cancellation, please call Cathie Achorn at 508-380-8671.  

 

WESTBOROUGH COMMUNITY CONCERT – MARCH 26
TH

  

Join us next Sunday, Mar 26
th

 at 3pm at our church for the Westborough Community Concert sponsored by 

the Westborough Interfaith Clergy Association. There will be 2 musical selections from Westborough 

churches.  If anyone can provide finger foods or desserts it would be greatly appreciated.  Proceeds from 

the concert are kindly being donated by the Westborough Interfaith Clergy Association for the benefit of 

the Pastoral Counseling Centers for Massachusetts at 7 Church St.  Tickets are $12, $8 for seniors. 

 

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP WORK CAMP 2017 

What a week of serving others - June 25-July 1 is sure to be!  As our congregation sends 19 members to 

the island of St. Vincent, 15 more youth and 6 adults will be driving 12 hours west to Chillicothe, OH for 

our traditional summer work camp.  As we have in the past, we will join 380 other youth groups from 

throughout the U.S. for a week of work and worship. We continue to be extremely appreciative of 

everyone's prayers, support, and financial assistance! Thank you.For more information contact Al 

Hutchinson @508-847-9689 or millarhutch@aol.com. 

 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP – APRIL 3 

Social time is 6:30pm, meeting at 6:45pm and program at 7:30pm.  The public is invited to the program 

held in the Chapel at 7:30pm.  “The Life of Christ in Word and Song”.  There will be audience 

participation. Nancy Gage will be playing the organ.  Come join us. 

 

mailto:millarhutch@aol.com
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UNITED in PRAYER:  “U.P.” 

Lifting Our Nation & Our World UP in Prayer – Thursday Evenings Mar 9 – Apr 6, 6:30-7:00 PM in the 

Chapel.  Join with our U.P. Team for 1/2 hour each week as we gather together for five Thursday evenings 

during Lent.   This will be a time when we lift UP ourselves, our leaders, our nation and our world in prayer 

seeking the guidance and Peace of The Holy Spirit, while Reflecting upon the Teachings of Jesus.  Come 

just for one or come for all of the Prayer Vigils.  May The Holy One Bless this Prayer Ministry.  
 

In Prayer with you,  Rev. Elaine, Pastor Paul, Audrey Lord, Judy Gitkind Powell, & Rachel Graham 
 

MEN’S STUDY GROUP – ALPHA 

All men are welcome to join our Men’s Study Group!  We meet every Monday night from 7:00 – 8:30 in 

our chapel.  It is a casual group that continues to explore what it means to be a Christian man today.  We’ve 

decided to use the Alpha curriculum for the next two months.  So, whether you’ve participated in Alpha 

previously OR this would be your first time, we would love to have you join us for the whole program or 

just come to try it out.  If you’d like to learn more about this group just show up Monday or contact 

Rich.Lord@charter.net 508-878-5050. 

 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP YARD SALE – APRIL 1
st
 

Women’s Fellowship is having a yard sale April 1
st
 from 8am to 2pm.  We will not be 

taking clothes, just stuff that you need to get rid of.  I am looking for people to help set 

up, work and take down on Saturday. If you can only do an hour that would be great.  I 

am also looking for people to help with set up Friday night. The drop off will be the 

week of March 27 to March 31.  Please do not drop off earlier as we do not have space in the library. 

 Monday from 9:00 am until 1:00pm and 7:00 to 9:00 pm  

 Tuesday from 9:00 am to 1:00 and 7:00 pm until 9:00 pm,  

 Wednesday from 4:00 to 6:00 pm,  

 Thursday from 4:00 to 9:00 pm, 

 Friday all day, and set up Friday night 
 

You can drop off during the office hours during the week up to Thursday night. Please clearly label that it 

is for the yard Sale. 
 

I will really need help during the week to go thru all the stuff if anyone would like to help out. Any 

questions please feel free to e mail me or call lborglund@aol.com 774-245-1425. 

 

GROCERY CARDS  

        2017 Goal:  $ 8,000               2017    YTD Sales:  $     1,200.25 

Mathematicians:  In order to fulfill our commitment of $8,000.00 to the Church Operating Budget for 

2017, we must sell approximately $235,000.00 worth of grocery cards. Yikes! That’s a lot of eating! 

Together we can do it, we’ve done in the past and we can do it again. We need all of our regular supporters 

as well as lots of new ones buying cards. So eat healthy, shop locally, and always have a grocery card in 

your pocket. Thanks.  Stop by our table after worship on Sundays for more information or contact one of us 

and we will deliver them to you.  Karen Hutchinson at 508.870.1782 or millarhutch@aol.com or Nancy 

Quimby at 774.249.4431 or nquimby11@gmail.com or Sally Petersen at sbpetersen4@gmail.com and 

366.5169 
 

 

mailto:Rich.Lord@charter.net
mailto:lborglund@aol.com
mailto:millarhutch@aol.com
mailto:nquimby11@gmail.com
mailto:sbpetersen4@gmail.com
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DISMAS HOUSE 

Our church goes on the first Thursday of the month to cook and serve a meal with the people of Dismas 

House, a home for ex-prisoners.  If you would like to help, be in touch with Karen Hutchinson at 

millarhutch@aol.com.  We will go again Thursday, April 6th.  Donations of Stop and Shop cards are 

greatly appreciated to help with the shopping for the meals!  Thank you. 

 

HOSPITALITY 

If you or someone you know in our church family is in need of a meal, please call Betty Gray (508-366-

1039). 

PRAYER TIME CARDS 

We are encouraging people to speak to a pastor upstairs before the service if you want a prayer lifted up on 

Sunday morning, or you can fill out a blue card (located at a table near the front entrance, outside the 

sanctuary and in the pews) and give it to a Deacon, Thanks! 

 

COFFEE HOUR 

Would you like to serve by helping out with the coffee hour after church downstairs?  Please look for the 

sign-up downstairs on the coffee hour table.  Email Suzanne Arpante at sbarpante@aol.com. Thanks! 

 

JOIN US FOR PLAYGROUP 

We meet in the nursery downstairs on Wednesday mornings from 9:30-11:00am.  Questions call  

Sandy Horton 508-410-9000  

 

 

Pastor Paul Sangree, Senior Pastor – phsangree@gmail.com 

Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani, Pastor of Spiritual Development - revelaineg@aol.com 

Wendy Reardon, Director of Children’s and Youth Ministries - wendysreardon@yahoo.com 

Clayton Heidbreder, Minister of Music/Organist – claytonlh1@gmail.com 

Sue Menzel, Director of Bells – westcongmusic@gmail.com 

Linda Hartley, Pastoral Associate – lhartley@ants.edu 

Office hours: Mon & Fri 9-1, Tues,Wed,Thurs. 9-2,Church office phone 508/366-2000 

General Church email – westboroucc@verizon.net    Church website www.uccwestboro.org 

www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:millarhutch@aol.com
mailto:sbarpante@aol.com
mailto:revelaineg@aol.com
mailto:wendysreardon@yahoo.com
mailto:westcongmusic@gmail.com
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
http://www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjwvfCqhJTPAhVIGD4KHV7DAYYQjRwIBw&url=http://www.wpclipart.com/signs_symbol/handicap/&bvm=bv.133053837,d.cWw&psig=AFQjCNG69Sn5bMgp_MEiNN32BqeU_nzd-A&ust=1474120324852005
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Holy Week Worship Schedule 

 
 

PALM SUNDAY, APRIL 9
TH

  
 

We will remember Jesus’ ride into Jerusalem, as we look ahead to the week in Jerusalem and the journey 

to the cross.  Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani will be preaching. 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY, APRIL 13
TH

 7:00 PM 
Journey with us as we go together with Jesus to the Last Supper and the Cross.  Rev. Bob Brown will be 

our preacher.  

 

GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 14
TH

 
ECUMENICAL SERVICE AT NOON 

Join us at the Methodist church on West Main St. in Westborough for an ecumenical Good Friday service..  

 

GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 14
TH

 5:30-7PM 
Join us in the Sanctuary for a moving display of artwork and music by our Sunday School and youth.  

 
SATURDAY, APRIL 15

TH
 3PM 

EASTER EGG HUNT 
We will be having our annual Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday afternoon, the day before Easter Sunday.   

Please join us and invite your friends and neighbors!   

 

~The Hunt will begin promptly at 3pm.  Children and Youth of all ages are invited to participate.   

~The Easter Bunny will be here!  Have your picture taken too! 

~We will have refreshments to enjoy, including face painting, pictures and balloons following  

the Easter egg Hunt in the Vestry 

 

 

 
EASTER SUNDAY! APRIL 16

TH
  

9AM AND 11AM  

 Come Celebrate Christ’s resurrection!  Our 9 AM service will be especially designed for 

 families with young children, and there will be an Easter play!  Rev. Elaine will be leading.   

Pastor Paul will be preaching at the 11 AM service with brass and choir.   

Bring a family member or friend! 

 
 

 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=Vxbb_S_q7UFPQM&tbnid=BF65IERyGt_i0M:&ved=0CAgQjRw4Ew&url=http://food.phillipmartin.info/food_easter_eggs1.htm&ei=5E4wU73bIumoyAHgwYGwDA&psig=AFQjCNHrq4VLj5EAlG9NONKGGFWYfgNH0w&ust=1395761252630781
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              MARCH 19
TH

 – MARCH 26
TH

 

 

Mar 19 Sunday- Baptism – Lent III 

8:30 AM Gifts Group/Nursery, Fannie Forbes 

9:00 AM Bible Study/Chapel 

10:00 AM Worship & Church School 

11:15 AM New Members /Chapel 

11:30 AM Music Committee/Choir Rm 

5:30 PM GSA/Vestry 
 

Mar 20 Monday 

2:15 PM GSA/Vestry 

7:00 PM Men’s Group/Chapel  

7:00 PM Mission Committee/Kerygma Rm 

7:30 PM AA/Nursery 
 

Mar 21 Tuesday 

10:00 AM Women’s Fellowship Fair Workshop/Vestry 

7:00 PM Festival Ringers 
 

Mar 22 Wednesday- Evangel Published 
9:30 AM Playgroup/Nursery 

9:00 AM Called To Care/Kerygma Room 

3:30 PM Journey Home Singers/Choir Room 

7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal 

7:30 PM JoySpring rehearsal 
 

Mar 23 Thursday 

11:00 AM PCC/Fannie Forbes 

6:30 PM BSA/Vestry & Sanctuary 

6:30 PM “United in Prayer”/Chapel 
 

Mar 24 Friday (no events) 
 

Mar 25 Saturday 

 Progressive Supper 
 

Mar 26 Sunday- Lent IV (Pastor Paul preaching) 

8:30 AM Gifts Group/Nursery, Fannie Forbes 

9:00 AM Bible Study/Chapel 

10:00 AM Worship & Church School  

11:00 AM Spiritual Gifts Café 

11:15 AM New Members/Chapel 

1:30 PM Set up for concert/Vestry 

3:00 PM PCC Concert/Sanctuary 
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